The strength of the ultimate product depends partly upon the nature of the grain employed but more upon the amount of water added for dilution. The amount of water added varies in different places, amongst different tribes, and according to the occasion on which the liquors are used; for instance, the liquor drunk at festivals and marriage ceremonies is much stronger than that used for daily consumption. Bedford, at the instance of the Indian Excise Committee (Thomson et al., 1907) , examined the alcoholic content of a number of samples of rice beer collected in various parts of India, and his results are given in the following table:? Table IV Average strength of country beers (1905) (1906) 
